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Occupational diseases -- Prevention. Excerpt: . .. 8The Role of Genetic Testing in the Prevention of Occupational
Disease cause of this distinction, screening could be used There are two inherently different kinds of test-to
exclude genetically susceptible individuals from ing, genetic monitoring and genetic screening, jobs where they
would be exposed to hazardous whose results can be used in the workplace for substances, whereas
monitoring would most like-different purposes. ly indicate a need to lower exposure levels for a Genetic
monitoring involves periodically exam-group exposed to a previously unknown hazard. ining a group of
workers by collecting blood or other body fluids to assess whether genetic da-POTENTIAL BENEFITS AND RISKS
mage has occurred in certain cells. This damage Although genetic testing is still in its infancy, may indicate
exposure to a hazardous agent, such its advocates believe that it might be able to play as a carcinogenic
chemical or ionizing radiation. an important role in the prevention of occupa-It may also indicate the
possibility that the ex-tional disease. It is technologically and economical-posed group will be at an increased
risk of de-ly impossible to attain a no-risk workplace by veloping disease, most likely cancer. The proce-
lowering the level of exposure to hazardous sub-dure focuses on the risk for the exposed group stances to zero,
However, if individuals or groups as a whole because there is no evidence to sug-who were predisposed to
occupational illness be-gest that it could be used to identify which...
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