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Christ. Transubstantiation was first made an article of faith, in
the year 1215, by the fourth Lateran council. Auricular
confession, now set up in the Romish church, as a sacrament
instituted by our Saviour and necessary to obtain God s
pardon, was first enjoined by the same council. The doctrine of
purgatory did not get any credit, till about the year 1140, and
the council of Trent first stamped it an article of faith. The
doctrine of indulgences is a weed that grew up with it, like ivy
twines round, and lives upon, it; but did not grow to any
considerable height, till Leo X. s time; when the gross abuse of
it drew forth the animadversions of Luther, who successfully p

posed it. Many of the most eminent popish divines, and among
them Fisher, bishop of Rochester, admit, that indulgences were
not deemed necessary...
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