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St Martin's Press. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Gain, Richard Powers, Powers,
"Gain "braids together two stories on very different scales. In one, Laura Body, divorced mother of two and a
real-estate agent in the small town of Lacewood, Illinois, plunges into a new existence when she learns that she
has ovarian cancer. In the other, Clare & Company, a soap manufacturer begun by three brothers in
nineteenth-century Boston, grows over the course of a century and a half into an international consumer
products conglomerate based in Laura's hometown. Clare's stunning growth reflects the kaleidoscopic history
of America; Laura Body's life is changed forever by Clare. The novel's stunning conclusion reveals the countless
invisible connections between the largest enterprises and the smallest lives. Richard Powers is the author of ten
novels, including "Generosity," "Gain," "The Time of Our Singing," "Galatea 2.2," and "Plowing the Dark." "The

Echo Maker "won the National Book Award and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. Powers has received a
MacArthur Fellowship and a Lannan Literary Award. He lives in Illinois. A "New York Times" Notable Book of the
Year "Gain" tells two parallel stories: one, of Laura Bodey, divorced mother of two and successful real-estate
agent in the small town of Lacewood, Illinois, who one day discovers that she has ovarian cancer; and two, of
Clare Soap & Chemical, the company begun by three merchant brothers in 19th-century Boston, which by the
turn of the century has grown into a large multiconglomerate with factories in Laura's hometown. As the
history of Clare Soap changes with the history of America, so a modern-day Laura Bodey descends into a battle
with her terminal illness. By the novel's conclusion, we have learned how the largest enterprises affect us on the
most personal level. "Erudite,...
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