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Corneille, Classicism and the
Ruses of Symmetry

By Mitchell Greenberg

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Professor
Greenberg's lucid study examines the themes of authority,
power and sexuality in Corneille's major plays, drawing on the
work of Foucault, and Freudian and feminist critics. He begins
by considering the question of myth and of a 'pre-historical'
cultural memory in Medee, and proceeds to a detailed analysis
of each of the four best-known tragedies: Le Cid, Horace,
Cinna, and Polyeucte. A concluding chapter discusses two
middle-period plays and Surena, Corneille's last tragedy.
Professor Greenberg argues that the formal symmetries of
classical tragedy reflect a desire for control in the realm of
both politics and sexuality. He also seeks to show how these
principles of symmetry are challenged or undermined in
various ways by the plays themselves. The result is an
exacerbation of sexual and political desire which invests
Cornelian tragedy with its peculiar power and involves us so
deeply in its world. book.
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R eviews

I actually started looking over this publication. It really is rally interesting throgh studying period. Once you begin to
read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Da na  Hintz   

Good electronic book and valuable one. It really is basic but unexpected situations in the 50 percent in the pdf. You
wont really feel monotony at at any moment of your time (that's what catalogues are for concerning when you ask
me).
-- Elisa  R eing er    
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