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illustrated. 1768 Excerpt: . . . th inviting Rose, --Shielded by the thorn it glows; Cull the Rose; what boots the
smart! Boundless sweets regale the heart. J Pluck it not; the flowry gem Unwilling quits its parent stem; Round I
read with Barnes, as more elegant Creek, woisiTt istccv, Stefbems vroSoi-tra. irupizt cannot so properly
precede the preposition l in the following verse. J This passage has been learnedly discussed by Mons. Dacier, as
quoted by his Lady. The Critic thinks it resers to a whimsical custom arisng from the superstition of the ancients,
who, it seems, in order to form an adequate judgment of their future success in love, took a poppy, and tried
whether by striking their hand, or elbow against it, any noise ensued; if there did, they depended upon a happy
issue, if not, they of consequence were reduced to despair. The misfortune is, that although this were actually a
custom among those ridiculous zealots, it has no connection with the present thought, the very words of which
are wrested by Mid. Dacier in-favor of her husbands hypothesis. Add to Round the feast of fragrance rove, But
gently touch--the Rose of love. Mid to this the remark of De Paww, that their writers, when they treated this
prophetic ceremony of love, mentioned only the Lilly, the Poppy, and the Anemone, but never the Rose.
However, I know not how any of The flowri could be conclusive in the experiment, unless entirely diFerent from
their namefakes of modern...
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